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Greetings Falcons,

As you may have heard, the Austin ISD school board has voted to push back the �rst day of
school for students to September 8th, 2020. Teachers will participate in virtual professional
development starting on August 18th to prepare for the start of the school year.

Many of you have questions about what remote learning and face to face instruction will look
like. The �rst four weeks — from Sept. 8 to Oct. 5 — will be remote and families will not report
to campus. If your student needs access to technology, please contact Assistant Principal,
Sarah Tanner at sarah.tanner@austinisd.org or 512-766-9974.

The next four weeks (Oct. 5 - 30) will be a phase-in period. Families will choose if they prefer
on-campus or virtual learning for this period and families who prefer on-campus learning will
be phased in. We will continue to base our campus operations on the advice of health
authorities. It is important to note: even students who choose on-campus instruction may
have some days where they are still doing remote learning during this period.

Families will choose if they prefer on-campus or remote instruction within two weeks of
returning to campuses via a form that will be sent to your email. Please review the Lively MS
reopening plan below for speci�c details. If you have any questions please feel free to contact
me via email at stacie.holiday@austinisd.org

Registration
Please don’t forget to register your student(s) for the school year 2020-2021. Even if your
student is attending the same school they did last year, a new registration form is �lled out
each year in AISD. Registration is required each year to ensure we have the most up-to-do-date
information. Be sure to complete your online registration.

Current or returning students who have not registered online may not have a course schedule.
Please be sure to register your student today so they can be placed in classes and receive a
schedule.
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Student Class Schedules: Update
Student schedules will be shared electronically with students on Friday, September 4, 2020.
Virtual learning starts on Tuesday, September 8, all students will start their day with a small
Advisory/SEL class and a teacher who will be their advocate for whatever challenges they may
be facing. The Advisory teacher will play a signi�cant mentoring and coaching role with their
students. Each day, students start their �rst class with their Advisory teachers to ensure they
are counted present for attendance and to get help and support for anything they may need.
Advisory teachers will have a BLEND Course and fun learning activities for students during the
period.

The school schedule for Lively will follow an A/B/C day format, with A Days including periods
1,3,5,and 7 on Monday and Wednesday and periods 2, 4, 6, and 8 on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
On Friday--C-Days, students will have the opportunity to check in with all eight of their
teachers, as needed.

Yearbook
Yearbooks are in! We will utilize a curbside pick-up model for Yearbooks. Families will drive
up to school via Mary St. Drive with designated pickup time windows by last name.

Curbside Pick-Up Times Date - Friday, August 21, 2020
Last name A-M - 9-10 am Last name N-Z - 10-11 am

Purchase with cash or check - 10-11 am

Curbside Pick-Up Process for Families:
Enter campus using the car pick-up driveway on Mary Street. It is important that you come
during the time/date listed above so we can spread out the process and keep cars moving
through the line.
Print the student name on a piece of paper in large, legible letters.
Please place the paper on the passenger side dashboard for staff to quickly identify you.
Please wear a mask while interacting with campus staff. Stay in your car and open a door
or pop the trunk. Staff members will place your materials in your trunk/car and will close
it for you.

Things to be aware of:
While we are taking preventative measures (cleaning hands, wearing gloves, etc.), please
also use your own preventative measure to clean off door/truck handles and any other
surfaces touched, including yearbooks.
We have a limited number of yearbooks available to purchase on distribution day. You can
pay cash or check for $35 at a designated curbside station.
If you don't wish to pick up your child's yearbook now, we can hold it until we return to
campus

https://www.austinisd.org/enroll
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATIENCE DURING THIS TIME! Books were delayed due to the plant
running on reduced personnel. Students also had to nish the book remotely. While we make
every effort to avoid mistakes, please understand this is a student publication. If you need to
contact the adviser, you may do so at bethena.griesmer@austinisd.org.

School Supplies
Students will need a district issued Chromebook or other device to access online courses via
BLEND. Students should also have WiFi access, a pen, pencil, paper, and a notebook or folder
to stay organized. If you need assistance with getting these supplies please contact:

Assistant Principal, Matt Gonzales-Earhart
matt.gonzales-earhart@austinisd.org
210-920-1941

Parent Support Specialist, Mariana Figueroa
mariana.�gueroa@austinisd.org 
512-414-6493

Technology, Devices, and WiFi
If your child needs a Chromebook, WiFi hotspot, or other technology assistance please
contact Assistant Principal, Sarah Tanner by email sarah.tanner@austinisd.org or text 512-766-
9974.

Library Survey
We invite all Falcon families to complete Ms. Steckel’s Library Survey so that she can use
student feedback to provide the reading materials our students are interested in. Ms. Steckel
looks forward to assisting all of our students this year and continuing creating the community
in the library that was so popular with our students last year.

AISD School Bus Transportation Update
The AISD Transportation Department is developing bus routes however, has not released any
information yet. Families can assist with this process by answering district surveys on their
plans for students to utilize face to face instruction or remote instruction after our initial 4
week virtual opening. We will keep our Falcon Families updated as we receive more
information. For any assistance with AISD Bus Transportation, please contact the Magnet
Administrative Assistant, Jennifer Rodriguez by email at jennifer.rodriguez@austinisd.org or at
512-774-4435.

Magnet Summer Projects-Deadline Extended
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Magnet students summer projects were shared at the end of last school year by teachers,
through BLEND announcements and in the newsletter. We understand however, that this
summer has been like no other. The deadline is extended to the �rst week of school for all
magnet students. If your student has not started on their project or needs help with their
project, now is a great time to begin and reach out for help. As the start of school has been
delayed, the summer projects can be an opportunity for your student to engage academically
and get back into school mode. Each grade level project is differentiated and in the BLEND
platform. Please email Ms. Northcutt for help with summer projects or help enrolling on
BLEND at elizabeth.northcutt-benson@austinisd.org.

Magnet 8th Grade Civic Engagement Capstone PBL Project
The 8th grade Capstone Summer Project is the foundational work that students will do to
begin their year-long problem-based Civic Engagement Capstone Project. If your student needs
any help with their project, please contact Ms. Northcutt at elizabeth.northcutt-
benson@austinisd.org or Ms. Amador-Mercado at iraida.amador-
mercado@austinisd.org.Shout out to Ms. Amador-Mercado for supporting our students with
their Capstone work this summer. We are so excited to see the projects our students create
as they choose and research their topics. Our students truly can change the world!

The start of school is not too far away. We are excited to see you during remote learning. This
weekend looks to be sunny and hot. Enjoy the outdoors, drink lots of water, and stay safe. See
you soon.

Stacie Holiday, Principal
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