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principal's desk

Greetings Falcon Nation,

I hope that everyone is staying safe and staying at home if you are able to do so. Please reach
out to Mariana Figueroa, Lively Parent Support Specialist, if you are in need of assistance. Ms.
Figueroa can be reached by phone at 512-414-6493 or by email
Mariana.Figueroa@austinisd.org.

For some of us, working at home with children can be a real challenge. Many of you and many
of our teachers have children at home and are still expected to work each day. I know that I
have had to make several adjustments at home with my own two children. It is not easy and
some days are harder than others. If you are struggling to keep up, don’t worry, many of us are.
Lively staff will work with you and we understand that every family situation is different.
Please be patient with us and we will be patient with each of you.

Our teachers will continue to calibrate the amount of work that is manageable and provide
learning opportunities that are challenging for every student. I know that not every student will
be able to complete the learning opportunities provided by their teacher on BLEND, and some
students want more to do. If your child is struggling to keep-up with the work or your child
needs more learning opportunities, please email your child’s teacher. Communicating your
child’s learning needs will help their teacher provide the best possible learning activities.

Please see below for some of the updates from this past week.
Dr. Cruz has determined that our 129 campus buildings will remain closed for an inde�nite
period of time as part of the district’s ongoing efforts to slow the spread of the COVID-19.
The AISD Board of Trustees passed a resolution that changes the grading requirements
for AISD students. For all classes that began during the Spring Semester of the 2019-2020
school year, all student grades will be recorded and reported as pass or incomplete and
transcripts will denote a course credit as pass or incomplete. More speci�c information
will be provided by the Middle School O�ce. Principals and the Middle School O�ce are
currently working on additional details for grading that are aligned with the board
resolution. A copy of the board resolution can be found here (Board Resolution).

mailto:Mariana.Figueroa@austinisd.org
https://www.austinisd.org/covid19/communications/continuous-learning


AISD CHROMEBOOKS AND WIFI RESOURCES ANDAISD CHROMEBOOKS AND WIFI RESOURCES AND
INFORMATION.INFORMATION.

Please click to open.

To the parents of children receiving special education services, or a Section 504 plan: You
will receive a Continuity Plan speci�c to your child(ren) that outlines a temporary
alteration to your child’s IEP or Section 504 plan related to the delivery of services, and to
the type of instruction that will be provided while our school building is closed.
Please �nd a brief guide for Family Technology Use Considerations for Online Learning
below.

pdf
Family Technology Use Considerations for Online
Learning.pdf

Download
186.5 KB

WiFi hotspots from AISD please click here. Meadowbrook has WiFi --contact the
apartments manager for assistance.
AISD is still delivering Chromebooks. Please complete the Chromebook request survey if
you have not already done so (AISD Chromebook Request). Check out this pic from one
of our families who received a Chromebook, it is happening!

https://www.austinisd.org/covid19/chromebooks
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/5e90c17a5dd8aa0556473402
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=10I1k9Tsjvcffa_ZDE28jY1wi39t203Ao&ll=30.261751998616848%2C-97.70087960089216&z=11
https://austinisd.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2h763zyIWaqDcxf


BLENDBLEND

Please click here for the information sheet.

Tired of getting all the BLEND Noti�cations? You can adjust those noti�cations. Please
see below.

pdf Instructions for noti�cations on BLEND.pdf Download
252.9 KB

Mr. Ramirez is re-purposing extra Fulmore & Lively shirts to make face-masks to give to our
neighborhood businesses and nursing home. The lining is new material and only the outside
facing portion is repurposed fabric.

https://www.smore.com/xvz4m
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/5e91255080c52d0af55a88c9


REGISTRATION FOR 2020-2021REGISTRATION FOR 2020-2021

Please click to open link on how to register your student.

These are all the updates I have for now. As I receive new information, I will send it out via
schoolmessenger and the Lively Community BLEND page. Please continue to reach out to my
assistant principals, directors, counselors and teachers if you need anything. Please also feel
free to contact me directly.

I hope you have a wonderful Easter (if you celebrate) and that you are able to spend some
much needed time (virtually, if this is the only way) with family and friends. In case you missed
it, our Lively Staff has a message for you Lively Staff video.

Stacie Holiday, Principal

https://www.austinisd.org/enroll
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ee8sDBnZMuY


parent support specialist (pss)

Dear Falcon Families,

I know you’ve heard from Principal Holiday how much we all miss you and our students, and
that’s because we really do, we miss your visits when you come by to have lunch with your
students or to drop something off. We miss our helpful o�ce aids saying hello to our visitors
in the morning, we miss our monthly Parents Coffee, and we miss so many more things that
we are de�nitely looking forward to once we come back to our wonderful school.

However, one of the things that I am personally really looking forward to and no longer have to
wait for, are your phone calls! Thanks to our Parent Engagement Support O�ce (PESO)
looking for a way to make sure all Parent Support Specialist in our District were able to have
the resources needed to stay connected to our families and provide as much support as we
are able to I can now answer your calls while working from home! So I would like for you to
please call me at 512.414.6493 or you can also email me at mariana.�gueroa@austinisd.org if
you have any questions or if you would like information about resources that you might need.
I know that these are di�cult times but I want you to know that you are not alone, we are here
to listen, we care about our students and our families and although you are all at home you
are always in our minds and our hearts!

Thank you
Mariana Figueroa, PSS

counselors corner

Teens Protecting their Mental Health during Coronavirus
1. Recognize that anxiety is completely normal.
2. Create distractions.
3. Find new ways to connect with your friends.
4. Focus on you.
5. Feel your feelings. (Highly recommend the Mood Meter App)
6. Be kind to others and yourself.

Find complete article and detailed explanations here: https://www.unicef.org/coronavirus/how-
teenagers-can-protect-their-mental-health-during-coronavirus-covid-19.

How to talk to kids about Coronavirus:
Don’t be afraid to discuss the coronavirus. Most children will have already heard about the
virus or seen people wearing face masks, so parents shouldn’t avoid talking about it.
Be developmentally appropriate. Don’t volunteer too much information, as this may be
overwhelming.
Deal with your own anxiety. “When you’re feeling most anxious or panicked, that isn’t the
time to talk to your kids about what’s happening with the coronavirus,”
Be reassuring. It’s helpful to reassure your child that kids actually seem to have milder
symptoms.
Focus on what you’re doing to stay safe.

mailto:mariana.figueroa@austinisd.org
https://www.unicef.org/coronavirus/how-teenagers-can-protect-their-mental-health-during-coronavirus-covid-19


Stick to routine. Structured days with regular mealtimes and bedtimes are an essential
part of keeping kids happy and healthy.
Keep talking. Tell kids that you will continue to keep them updated as you learn more.

Find complete article and short video here (English and Spanish)
https://childmind.org/article/talking-to-kids-about-the-coronavirus/
https://childmind.org/article/como-hablar-con-los-ninos-sobre-el-coronavirus/

Connecting with your school counselor
All school counselors have newly created Blend pages for students and parents to view.
Please plan to check in weekly for information related to social & emotional well being during
these challenging times. Academic and Career exploration activities will be posted too.
Counselors will also be available for check-ins with students via Zoom, telephone calls and
emails. You may also contact counselors directly via e-mail:
6th jennifer.lamm@austinisd.org
7th zoe.hunter@austinisd.org
8th michelle.garcia@austinisd.org

Schedules for 2020-2021
All current 6th & 7th graders have entered course requests for next year. Next steps include
creating the master schedule and working through the giant puzzle of scheduling with the goal
of students getting at least their 1st and 2nd choice electives. Parents will be e-mailed copies
of �nal course requests by the last day of classes.

Current 8th graders and their parents can complete the following Google Form to inquire
about schedules for High School. 8th grade scheduling questions for high school- google
form . You may also schedule a time to meet using the calendly tool: Schedule a time to
speak with Ms. Garcia about High School. I look forward to helping in any way that I can.

library corner

Lively Library O�ce Hours
Please email me anytime at yvonne.steckel@austinisd.org and I will respond quickly.

Lively Falcons are checking out books!
Since Spring Break, students have increased their use of Lively eBooks from 33 the previous
month to 142. Yeah Falcons!

Lively Library Welcomes National Poetry Month
We are celebrating National Poetry Month with poetry challenges or “assignments” through
the Lively Library Blend Course. Today, I sent out a challenge to write an Acrostic Poem.
Students chose the word and express themselves. We have already received a few
submissions. I will start sharing some of them next week.

Stay safe and remember we love you!

Yvonne Steckel
Lively Middle School Librarian

https://childmind.org/article/talking-to-kids-about-the-coronavirus/
https://childmind.org/article/como-hablar-con-los-ninos-sobre-el-coronavirus/
mailto:jennifer.lamm@austinisd.org
mailto:zoe.hunter@austinisd.org
mailto:michelle.garcia@austinisd.org
https://forms.gle/CSC3HMGGGSEUzcs96
https://calendly.com/s/tyv3pmbv
mailto:yvonne.steckel@austinisd.org


yvonne.steckel@austinisd.org

plus 1 support

In 2015, Ms. Twining founded the Utility Assistance Program on our campus. Throughout the
years, this program has provided over $50,000 in �nancial relief for our Falcon families. If your
family is in need of �nancial support with your Austin Energy electric bill, please email Ms.
Twining at veronica.twining@austinisd.org or Ms. Amber West at amber.west@austinisd.org.
Ms. Twining and Ms. West oversee the program and can answer your questions. In the subject
line, please type “Plus 1 Support” and in the body of your email please include: parent/guardian
name, name of child, their grade level, the account holder’s name (it does not have to be the
same as the parent/guardian), address, and account balance. If possible, please include a copy
of your bill (this is not required). Ms. Twining or Ms. West will be reaching out to you within 48
hours to determine your eligibility. We are here to help you and your family during these
uncertain times.

austin area community resources

Letter contains helpful resources, however the AISD food information is no longer accurate.
For updated information about AISD food services please go to AISD Food Service below.

Meals During Closures www.austinisd.org

En Español Austin ISD to Provide Meals During Campus
Closures Updated April 8 We wanted to clarify for our
families that AISD will serve meals to students over the
age of 19 who are utilizing special education resources.

Arts Contest �yer – Austin Coun… austincouncilpta.org

@LivelyFalcons

stacie holiday

201 East Mary Street, Austin, … priscilla.hernandez@austinisd.…

(512) 414-3207 lively.austinschools.org/

mailto:yvonne.steckel@austinisd.org
mailto:veronica.twining@austinisd.org
mailto:amber.west@austinisd.org
https://www.austinisd.org/covid19/meals
https://austincouncilpta.org/covid/arts-contest-flyer/
http://www.twitter.com/@LivelyFalcons
https://s.smore.com/u/3fcee72af7d9087b0845e9e85977091c.png
http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=201%20East%20Mary%20Street%2C%20Austin%2C%20TX%2C%20USA&hl=en
mailto:priscilla.hernandez@austinisd.org
tel:(512) 414-3207
https://lively.austinschools.org/

